
R A I S I N G   S U P P O R T

You are about to embark on one of the most maturing and spiritually fulfilling ventures of your life. Not only will you be involved in a unique summer opportunity; not only will you experience the joy and challenge of serving others in a foreign country – but also you are endeavoring to become a missionary – one who goes out in the Name and power of Jesus. You may have learned already that maturity does not come without some effort and the experience of being stretched beyond our normal comfort zones. So look at this as an adventure in being stretched and grown as a missionary for the Lord.

Why should I? 
Support-raising is about much more than raising money. It is about relationships and engaging people in ministry. Its about helping people use their God given resources in a Godly manner. There are five reasons we would like to share with you, some based on proven ideas written about in William Dillon’s book, People Raising. 

1. Support Raising Stimulates Vision 

When raising support, you have the opportunity to keep God’s priority of missions in front of the body of Christ. In essence you help those who read your letter to become more mission-minded than they were perhaps. As people participate with you, through prayer and resources, they participate with God and what He is doing. They may learn of the role of Mision TEC for the very first time. People and churches are blessed by opportunities to give to specific, targeted, and finite goals or projects. 

2. Support Raising Develops You 

Not many of us will immediately think that writing a letter of support and then following up on it sounds like fun. However, it causes us to begin to meditate on the fact that although we are so limited, God is so absolutely limitless! God owns it all! There is no shortage of resources for the work of His kingdom; there is simply a distribution issue. In the process of support raising you will develop concise writing skills, as well as poise and polish. You will also learn to depend more completely on God as the source of strength, encouragement and all resources. Also, any deep sense of God’s leading to work in a specific place should be accompanied by a confidence that when He leads, He also provides. 

3. Support Raising Opens Opportunities to Witness 

Most of the people you will write to have no clue about what you do with your time, and 

what passions God is developing within you. As you write to tell them, your words will 

witness to them of God’s faithfulness and direction. Whether they know the Lord or not, your words of hope and dependence in faith will speak volumes to them about the nature of God and the breadth of His work in the world. When individuals or churches decide to participate with you in adding to your support, they will become partners in your education and your journey in the Kingdom of God. 

4. Support Raising Enables the Mission to Move Forward 

If the average mission agency were to hire missionaries based on its own financial resources alone, there would be only a handful of kingdom workers involved. When your friends, family, churches and acquaintances support you, they play an integral part in broadening your mission’s financial base and enabling it to sustain the work God has called us to. In fact, over 25% ($385) of your trip goes directly to support the ministry of Kids Alive International.

5. Support Raising Helps Others View Money Biblically 

God’s word reveals that money is a resource to be used for the betterment of the others. 

Proverbs 11:24 “One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.”
We usually view money as a personal resource that is earned individually and should not be infringed upon. It’s difficult to ask others for financial support fearing we’re asking them to give up something that is their own. However, if we view money as a resource God has given not solely for our own good, but for the good of those around us we’ll realize that we’re giving others the opportunity to view their money in a biblical manner. They have the option of how they will respond; you just give them the opportunity.

How do I do it? 
1. PRAYER 

Begin at the very beginning. We believe that prayer is the foundation for everything we do. God loves to have His people talk and listen to Him. Start with a conviction that God has already chosen those persons and churches to support you in your work this summer. As you seek His heart and leading through prayer, He will lead you to people who are willing and able to join you. In the book referred to earlier this principle is developed: 

People give to people.

People give to people they know.

People give to people they know and trust.

So, it comes out of and is dependent on relationships. 

1. DEVELOP A CONTACT LIST 

You could send letters to these type of contacts:  Once your list is complete give a typed copy of it to Keith Mason.

a. Church Contacts 

b. Relatives 

c. Neighbors 

d. School Contacts 

e. Past or current employers 

f. Service contacts – for example, your doctor or dentist, family lawyer etc. 

g. Friends 

2. WRITE A LETTER 

Your letter should encourage people to start thinking about and praying for you. You may 

want to write it out and ask someone to read it and give you feedback, not only for content, but also grammar and punctuation. You will want to make a good impression, because you only get one chance. Here are some things to include: 

a. Grab their attention with your opening sentence or two. Many voices call for our attention and most of us only glance through mail, so try to whet their appetite to read the rest of your letter. For instance, “Imagine spending a week in jungle of Peru, working for the children of workers that only earn $3.50 a day. You may be thinking it’s not for you, but I believe God is leading me to that for this summer.” 

b. Introduce yourself to your reader and bring him/her up to date on your life. Be brief, but include significant parts of your school and personal activities. 

c. Talk about Mision TEC & programs they have. (Much of the information is on the brochure you have – ask Keith if you need more info.) Include the dates of your involvement (July 17-July 24) and tell them briefly your role as a short-term missionary.

d. Ask them directly to participate with you by becoming first of all, a prayer partner. Tell them you will highly value their prayers on your behalf and give them some specific things to pray about. Also, ask them to prayerfully consider a financial gift to Trinity Fellowship Church on your behalf. Remind them that we are a registered Non-Profit (501 c 3) and any gift will be tax deductible. TFC will send them a receipt. [Some people might ask if they could donate directly to you. Certainly they could, however, it would not be tax deductible and you would have to keep track and let us know the amounts of what you receive. In short, it would not be the best]. 

e. Add a personal hand-written note at the bottom, when appropriate and hand sign each letter. Also, do not forget to personalize the greeting of each letter! The recipient may not even read it if the letter does not start with their name at the top. Remember that a personal contact from you as a follow-up to your letter, either by phone or in person, will radically increase the chances of a reader becoming a partner. We know that your time is very limited, but perhaps you can arrange a short meeting over one or your breaks. Harvard business Review reminds us that only 7% of communication is done through words. A personal “face time” meeting provides access to total communication. 

Keep the letter simple, and short – one page if at all possible. We have a sample letter from other trips, just ask if you would like to see it. Remember to include a business reply envelope for their return. We will update you as the funds come in, so you will be aware of who is supporting and how much they are helping you. 

4. TURN YOUR LETTER AND CONTACT LIST IN BEFORE MAILING

Please let Keith or one of the mission trip leaders review your letter and list before you send it out. 

5. SAY “THANK YOU” 

It is so important to develop a thankful heart and then to express your thankfulness to the 

Lord in prayer and to those who support you. Saying thank you will make the difference 

between a person feeling a part of your educational and spiritual journey, and just feeling 

“used” as a source of money. If you fail to say “Thank You” the participant may wonder 

such things as “Didn’t they receive my check?” “Didn’t they appreciate my gift?” So, say 

“Thank You”, and say it immediately, and say it in writing, even if you go the extra mile by calling the donor. 

When Do I Begin? 
As soon as you turn in your application you can start the process of building or developing the relationships. You can set-up times to talk with people in person when you are home on break. 

What If? 
Some of you may already be worrying about the support not coming in as you pray and plan. All of us need to be reminded constantly, as Jesus taught us in Matthew 6, that worrying doesn’t help a thing. It’s okay, though, He understands and we do too. Your part and our part is not to ‘make’ the support come in, but to be faithful with what our part is. Our task is to help you understand the need for and the method for developing support. Your tasks are to pray for direction, to develop a contact list and to put the need out there in the form of your letter and personal contacts. God’s part is to lead others to support our work together. 

After that, if for some reason the goal of $1,310 - $1,510 does not come in for you, you have no 

worries. We will do our best to see that you are able to participate on the mission trip. We’ve never had money be a barrier that has prevented someone from participating. You see, we are trusting God together for this help that we both need. We believe there are those, who once informed, will want to be involved in helping us both reach the goal. However, we will stand with you and commit to making sure this is not a burden you have to shoulder. So, breathe deep and be hilariously blessed as God uses this to grow your faith! 

